United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/862,402 



05/21/2001 



20999 7590 11/15/2006 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG 
745 FIFTH AVENUE- 10TH FL. 
NEW YORK, NY 10151 



Matthew S. Chang 



450103-02823 



8869 



EXAMINER 



PENG, FRED H 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2623 

DATE MAILED: 1 1/15/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/862,402 


Applicant(s) 

CHANG ET AL 


examiner 

fred peng 


Art Unit 

2623 





•- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■- 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a), In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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Status 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 21 May 2001 is/are: a)[x] accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Finseth et al (US 
6,813,775 B1). 

Regarding Claims 1 and 10, Finseth discloses a television program apparatus (FIG.3 64) 
and corresponding method comprising: 

Means (FIG.3 64) for obtaining information regarding a number of television programs watched 
by a viewer (Col 1 1 lines 1 3-20); 

Means (FIG.3 74) for producing a viewer program signal from the obtained information 
representative of each television program watched by the viewer arranged in predetermined 
manner (a viewer program signal is the indications of the programs that have been watched by 
the viewer, Col 1 1 lines 36-42); and 

Means (FIG.3 72, 78) adapted to be coupled to a television unit for enabling said viewer program 
signal to be supplied to said television unit so as to enable an indication of each said television 
program watched by the viewer to be displayed thereon in said predetermined manner (Col 7 
lines 37-40). 
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Regarding Claims 2 and .1 1 , Finseth further discloses means (FIG. 3 86) for enabling 
comments to be inserted into the television program display (Col 12 lines 35-38). 

Regarding Claims 3 and 12, Finseth further discloses wherein the means for obtaining 
information including viewer recognition means (FIG.3 80, 74) for recognizing the viewer (Col 1 1 
lines 12-17). 

Regarding Claims 4 and 13, Finseth discloses a television program apparatus (FIG.3 64) 
and corresponding method comprising: 

Means (FIG.3 64) for obtaining information regarding a number of television programs watched 
by a viewer (Col 1 1 lines 1 3-20); 

Means (FIG.3 74) for producing a viewer program signal from the obtained information 
representative of each television program watched by the viewer arranged in predetermined 
manner (a viewer program signal is the indications of the programs that have been watched by 
the viewer, Col 12 lines 30-41); and 

Means (FIG.3 82) for enabling said viewer program signal to be supplied to a television unit 
located at a location remote from the television program apparatus so as to enable an indication 
of each said television program watched by the viewer to be displayed thereon in said 
predetermined manner (Col 12 lines 66-67, Col 13 lines 1-7, 19-23). 

Regarding Claims 5 and 14, Finseth further discloses means (FIG.3 86) for enabling 
comments to be inserted into the television program display (Col 12 lines 35-38). 

Regarding Claims 6 and 15, Finseth further discloses wherein the means for obtaining 
information including viewer recognition means (FIG.3 80, 74) for recognizing the viewer (Col 1 1 
lines 12-17). 
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Regarding Claims 7 and 16, Finseth discloses an apparatus (FIG.3 64) and 
corresponding method for providing indications of items pertaining to a user (Col 10 lines 13-15), 
said apparatus and method comprising: 

Means (FIG.3 64) for obtaining information regarding at least one of a television program or 
programs watched by the user, television program or programs to be watched by the user, an 
activity or activities in which the user has participated, and an activity or activities the user is 
scheduled to participated (Col 11 lines 13-20); 

Means (FIG.3 74) for producing a program/activity signal representative of each television 
program or activity arranged in a predetermined manner (Col 12 lines 30-41); and 
Means (FIG.3 82) for enabling said program/activity signal to be supplied to at least one television 
unit located at a location remote from the apparatus, so as to enable an indication of each said 
television program and activity to be displayed thereon in said predetermined manner (Col 12 
lines 66-67, Col 13 lines 1-7, 19-23). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 17, Finseth further discloses means (FIG.3 86) for enabling 
comments to be inserted into the television program or activity display (Col 12 lines 35-38). 

Reigarding Claims 9 and 18, Finseth further discloses wherein the means for obtaining 
information including viewer recognition means (FIG.3 80, 74) for recognizing the viewer (Col 1 1 
lines 12-17). 

Regarding Claims 19 and 23, Finseth discloses a television program apparatus (FIG.3 
64) and corresponding method comprising: 

Means (FIG.3 64) for obtaining information regarding a number of television programs watched 
by at least one viewer (Col 1 1 lines 13-20); 
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Means (FIG. 3 74) for producing a viewer program signal representative of a plurality of 
broadcasted television programs arranged in predetermined manner in which each television 
program watched by each viewer is indicated therein (Col 1 1 lines 36-42); and 
Means (FIG.3 72, 78) for enabling said television program signal along with an indication of each 
said television program watched by each said viewer to be displayed thereon in said 
predetermined manner (Col 7 lines 37-40). 

Regarding Claims 20 and 24, Finseth further discloses means (FIG.3 86) for enabling 
comments to be inserted into the television program or activity display (Col 12 lines 35-38). 

Regarding Claims 21 and 25, Finseth further discloses wherein the means for obtaining 
information including viewer recognition means (FIG.3 80, 74) for recognizing the viewer (Col 1 1 
lines 12-17). 

Regarding Claims 22 and 26, Finseth further discloses wherein the obtaining means 
obtains information regarding a number of television programs watched by more than one viewer 
(FIG.8 162, Col 14 lines 31-32). 

Regarding Claim 27, Finseth discloses a television program apparatus (FIG.3 64) 
comprising: 

An input device (FIG.3 64) which obtaining information regarding a number of television programs 
watched by a viewer (Col 1 1 lines 13-20); 

A processor (FIG.3 74) arranged to receive the obtained information from the input device which 
produce a viewer program signal from the received information representative of each television 
program watched by the viewer arranged in predetermined manner (Col 1 1 lines 36-42); and 
An output interface (FIG.3 72) which enables said viewer program signal to be supplied to a 
television unit so as to enable an indication of each said television program watched by the 
viewer to be displayed thereon in said predetermined manner (Col 7 lines 37-40). 
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Regarding Claim 28, Finseth further discloses a viewer input device (FIG. 3 86) for 
enabling comments to be inserted into the television program or activity display (Col 12 lines 35- 
38). 

Regarding Claim 29, Finseth further discloses wherein the input device including a viewer 
recognition circuit (FIG.3 80, 74) which recognizing the viewer (Col 1 1 lines 12-17). 

Regarding Claim 30, Finseth discloses an apparatus (FIG.3 64) for providing indications 
of items pertaining to a user (Col 10 lines 13-15), said apparatus comprising: 
An input device (FIG.3 64) which obtains information regarding at least one of a television 
program or programs watched by the user, television program or programs to be watched by the 
user, an activity or activities in which the user has participated, and an activity or activities the 
user is scheduled to participated (Col 1 1 lines 13-20); 

A processor (FIG.3 74) arranged to receive the obtained information from the input device which 
produces a program/activity signal representative of each television program or activity arranged 
in a predetermined manner (Col 1 1 lines 36-42); and 

An output device (FIG.3 72, 78) which enables said program/activity signal to be supplied to at 
least one television unit so as to enable an indication of each said television program and activity 
to be displayed thereon in said predetermined manner (Col 7 lines 37-40). 

Regarding Claim 31 , Finseth further discloses a user input device (FIG.3 86) which 
enables comments to be inserted into the television program or activity display (Col 12 lines 35- 
38). 

Regarding Claim 32, Finseth further discloses wherein the input device includes a 
recognition circuit (FIG.3 80, 74) which recognizing the user (Col 11 lines 12-17). 
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Regarding Claim 33, Finseth discloses a television program apparatus (FIG. 3 64) 
comprising: 

An input device (FIG.3 64) which obtains information regarding a number of television programs 
watched by at least one viewer (Col 1 1 lines 13-20); 

A processor (FIG.3 74) arranged to receive the obtained information from the input device which 
produces a viewer program signal representative of a plurality of broadcasted television programs 
arranged in a predetermined manner in which each television program watched by each viewer is 
indicated therein (Col 12 lines 30-41); and 

An output interface (FIG.3 72) which enables said television program signal along with an 
indication of each said television program watched by each said viewer to be displayed thereon in 
said predetermined manner (Col 7 lines 37-40). 

Regarding Claim 34, Finseth further discloses a viewer input device (FIG.3 86) which 
enables comments to be inserted into the television program display (Col 12 lines 35-38). 

Regarding Claim 35, Finseth further discloses wherein the input device includes a viewer 
recognition circuit (FIG.3 80, 74) which recognizing the viewer (Col 11 lines 12-17). 

Regarding Claim 36, Finseth further discloses wherein the input device obtains 
information regarding a number of television programs watched by more than one viewer (FIG. 8 
162, Col 14 lines 31-32). 

Regarding Claim 37, Finseth discloses a system having a plurality of apparatuses (FIG.1 
34) arranged so as to communicate with each other and each adapted to be coupled to a display 
device for providing a display of items pertaining to at least one user (FIG.7, Col 12 lines 42-49), 
each apparatus comprising: 
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An input device (FIG. 3 64) which obtains information regarding at least one of a television 
program or programs watched by the user, television program or programs to be watched by the 
user, an activity or activities in which the user has participated, and an activity or activities the 
user is scheduled to participate (Col 11 lines 13-20); 

A processor (FIG. 3 74) arranged to receive the obtained information from the input device which 
produces a program/activity signal representative of each television program or activity arranged 
in a predetermined manner (Col 12 lines 30-41); and 

An output device (FIG.3 82) which enables said program/activity signal to be supplied to at least 
one television unit so as to enable an indication of each said television program and activity to be 
displayed thereon in said predetermined manner (Col 12 lines 66-67, Col 13 lines 1-7, 19-23). 

Regarding Claim 38, Finseth further discloses a user input device (FIG.3 86) which 
enables comments to be inserted into the television program display (Col 12 lines 35-38). 

Regarding Claim 39, Finseth discloses a system having a plurality of apparatuses (FIG.1 
34) arranged so as to communicate with each other and each adapted to be coupled to a display 
device for providing a display of items pertaining to at least one user (FIG.7, Col 12 lines 42-49), 
each apparatus comprising: 

An input device (FIG.3 64) which obtains information regarding at least one of a television 
program or programs watched by the user, television program or programs to be watched by the 
user, an activity or activities in which the user has participated, and an activity or activities the 
user is scheduled to participate (Col 11 lines 13-20); 

A processor (FIG.3 74) arranged to receive the obtained information from the input device which 
produces a program/activity signal representative of each television program or activity arranged 
in a predetermined manner (Col 12 lines 30-41); and 
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An output device (FIG. 3 82) which enables said program/activity signal to be supplied to at least 
one television unit so as to enable an indication of each said television program and activity to be 
displayed thereon in said predetermined manner (Col 12 lines 66-67, Col 13 lines 1-7, 19-23). 

Regarding Claim 40, Finseth further discloses wherein each apparatus comprising a user 
input device (FIG.3 86) which enables comments to be inserted into the television program 
display (Col 12 lines 35-38). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to fred peng whose telephone number is (571 )270-1 147. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday 08:00-1 7:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christ Grant can be reached on (571)272-7294. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Fred Peng Chris Grant 

Patent Examiner Supervisory Patent Examiner 




